
3. Curriculum Integration 

Throughout the VECTOR Research, integrating critical thinking and global learning into 
the curriculum has been regarded as essential for equipping students with the skills and 
knowledge needed to address complex sustainability challenges. By aligning 
educational practices with the EU competencies framework, educators can ensure that 
students develop a comprehensive understanding of environmental, social, and 
economic issues, fostering a sense of global responsibility and proactive citizenship. 

Curriculum integration involves embedding sustainability topics across various 
subjects, enabling students to see the interconnectedness of these issues and apply 
critical thinking to real-world problems. This holistic approach not only enriches 
students' learning experiences but also prepares them to contribute meaningfully to a 
sustainable future. 

Effective curriculum integration requires a strategic approach, utilizing guidelines, 
lesson plans, and teaching materials that align with global standards on sustainability. 
The following resources provide educators with the tools needed to seamlessly 
incorporate critical thinking and global learning into their teaching practices. 

Some suggested Curriculum Guidelines that can support integration are 

UNESCO Teaching and Learning for a Sustainable Future 

This multimedia teacher education programme is a comprehensive resource offers 
guidelines and templates for integrating sustainability into various subjects, providing 
educators with a robust framework for embedding sustainable development principles 
into their curricula. 

UNESCO Education for Sustainable Development – A Road Map: 

UNESCO’s Education for Sustainable Development Roadmap outlines practical steps 
for integrating education for sustainable development (ESD) into teaching practices, 
helping educators align their curricula with sustainability goals and competencies. 

Resources for Lesson Plans and Teaching Materials include: 

Oxfam Education Resources: 

Oxfam Teaching Resources provides a range of lesson plans and teaching materials 
focused on global citizenship and sustainability, designed to help educators teach 
complex global issues in an engaging and accessible way. 

Global Dimension Teaching Resources 

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000125238
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000374802
https://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/classroom-resources/


The Global Dimension platform offers a wealth of resources that support global learning 
and critical thinking, including lesson plans, activities, and multimedia materials that 
cover a wide range of sustainability topics. 

Teaching Controversial Issues 

Teaching Controversial Issues is a resource that equips educators with strategies and 
materials to address controversial sustainability issues in the classroom, fostering 
critical dialogue and reflective thinking among students. 

The Periodic Table of the Mobile Phone 

This innovative teaching tool from Australia details the elements and minerals used in a 
mobile phone through the periodic table. It  helps students understand the chemical 
elements used in mobile phones, highlighting the importance of sustainable resource 
use and recycling. 

Chemical Elements of a Smart Phone 

This resource provides detailed information on the chemical components of 
smartphones, linking everyday technology to broader sustainability issues. 

The Briefcase Book of Daily Use Minerals 

This book explores the minerals used in everyday items, educating students on the 
significance of mineral resources and the importance of sustainable mining practices. 

The Briefcase Online Game 

The Briefcase Game, developed through a European partnership is  interactive and 
engages students in learning about the sustainable use of minerals, providing a fun and 
educational way to explore complex sustainability topics. 

  

 

 

https://globaldimension.org.uk/
https://edoc.coe.int/en/human-rights-democratic-citizenship-and-interculturalism/7738-teaching-controversial-issues.html
https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-11/periodic-table-of-mobile-phones-a3complete.pdf
https://www.compoundchem.com/2014/02/19/the-chemical-elements-of-a-smartphone/
http://briefcase.eitrawmaterials.eu/sites/default/files/BriefCase_AR_book_final_30June2021.pdf
https://www.thebriefcasegame.eu/
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