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WELCOME TO OUR THIRD ISSUE
Welcome to the VECTOR Newsletter, keeping you up to date with all of the
outcomes, findings, and news from our EU Horizon and UKRI co-funded research
project.

Join us each month as we investigate social attitudes, environmental and technical
challenges to mining in Europe.

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon
Europe research and innovation programme under grant agreement nº
101058483.

Co-funded by the European Union.  Views and opinions expressed are
however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those
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programme. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can
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EU RAW MATERIALS
WEEK

Overview

When: 9th-13th December
Where: Le Plaza Hotel, Brussels, Belgium

EU Raw Materials Week is a key event within the European metals and mining calendar, where  
policy makers and advisors, industry representatives and researchers come together to review
progress made over the past year and plan collaborations for the next.

Following the release of the Critical Raw Materials Act at the 2023 conference, attendees were
keen to celebrate the progress made in implementing it to date. With significant work being
undertaken by EU Horizon Projects, including VECTOR, in research surrounding the United Nations
Framework Classification for Resources (UNFC) and, the validation and development of novel
technologies or practices that can improve in identifying feasible projects within Europe.

VECTOR’S INVOVEMENT
Chris Stockey (Satarla) represented the Project at
the 7th Event on UNFC and UNRMS at EU Raw
Materials Week, presenting on the alignment of
VECTOR research goals and outputs with UNFC,
and its implementation through the Critical Raw
Materials Act. 

The event, co-organised by UNECE, DG GROW,
EuroGeoSurveys, WEEE Forum, and Horizon
Europe projects "Geological Service for Europe"
(GSEU) and FutuRaM focused on strengthening
collaboration amongst key stakeholder groups
such as policy makers, geo-surveys, researchers
and industry.

Significant advancements have been made
within the UNFC landscape throughout 2024,
particularly with respect to  bridging UNFC with
CRIRSCO Codes, its application to secondary raw
materials, and geosurveys use of historical data
to produce classification scores.

VECTOR research remains important in
understanding how to practically and effectively
incorporate the ESG considerations mandated by
UNFC into the critical raw materials sector. Above: Chris Stockay (Satarla) presenting on behalf of the VECTOR

Project at the 7th Event on UNFC and UNRMS at EU Raw Materials Week



TALKS AND CONFERENCE
ATTENDANCE 

WHERE WE WILL BE NEXT
Look out for VECTOR research and project members at:

Mineral Deposits Study Group, 2025
AME Roundup, 2025
Prospectors & Developers Association of Canada, 2025
EIT RawMaterials Summit, 2025

HOW VECTOR
CONTRIBUTES TO UNFC

UNFC is a global system for classifying the feasibility
and maturity of raw materials projects. Use of UNFC
is a focus of the EU’s Critical Raw Materials Act,
which notably mandates:

1) Industry’s classification of ‘Strategic Projects’ using
UNFC.

2) Geosurveys to classify mineral occurences within
their juristiction using UNFC.

Unlike the widely adoped CRIRSCO codes which are
designed for financial regulatory reporting, UNFC
incorporates ESG criteria directly in their
assessment of project viability, alongside economic,
technical and confidence factors. 

The incorporation of these different data streams into a single assessment poses a unique
challenge, for which VECTOR, as a project experienced in doing so, is uniquely placed to help.

Framed through the lens of generating shared-value, project outputs that can be directly used to
help in the application of UNFC to critical raw materials include:

Validation of passive seismic imaging technologies
Development of rapid hyperspectral imaging workflows
Development of a social simulator 
Development of a Shared Value Index
Creation of a global education pathway (see Newsletter 2)
Eductator engagement


